
“The Energy Walk emphasizes the importance 
of the energy production site…”
To affect rather than simply educate, the Energy 
Walk is very clearly centered on its location. In 
this way the walk can reflect the present, the real 
and the known, and juxtapose it with the hidden 
worlds of infrastructure and energy.  

By being firmly grounded, it can help the listener 
understand their place in the energy landscape 
and take them on a journey exploring the 
history of energy, the invisible world of energy 
infrastructure and the future promised by ‘alien 
energy’.

“…the narrator’s voice invites [the listener] to think of 
wood as a historically significant source of energy.”
The Energy Walk wants the listener to engage their 
imagination. It takes them on a journey to the past, 
through the present and toward the future. 

It asks the listener to imagine their world as part of 
something greater, reminding them that they are part of 
a community, and that energy is entwined not only with 
technology but with society and human history as a whole. 

The firewood, introduced early in the walk, becomes an 
invitation to enter a hidden world that was, is and might 
come to pass.

“Walking past electricity generators, 
the visitor is nudged to think of invisible 

networks of power…”

A gray generator cabinet much like this one 
becomes an evocative icon for the odd yet vital 

part infrastructure plays in our lives. 

It is a well known idiom that well constructed 
infrastructure remains invisible until it stops 

working as intended; the Energy Walk tries to 
break down this barrier, revealing what hides in 

plain sight. 

Anthropologists have found that infrastructure 
is often seen as the harbinger of the ‘new’ so 

the walk seeks reveal the infrastructure around 
the listener; emphasizing that it is not only a 

product of technology, but also of a society and 
the politics that inform decisions concerning 

renewable energy. 

“…conjuring up a reality where […] wave 
energy devices are brought out of the 
realm of ‘utopian devices’…”
 The reason for the Energy Walk’s location in 
Hanstholm is the city’s already functional wave 
energy plant, and it is this experimental facility 
that becomes the finale of the Energy Walk. 
Here the barrier surrounding the mundane is 
broken down and a future is revealed.

And hopefully the walk has manages to engage 
and affect the listener enough, that they have 
taken a step closer to ‘getting’ alien energy.  

“To ‘get’ renewable energy, 
people must learn to be affected by it.”

The central goal of the Energy Walk is to inform people 
about the hidden world of future ‘alien energies’, but not by 
education (primarily). Rather the Energy walk is an attempt 
to teach through emotional affect. 

The walk seeks to move renewable energy from the 
obscure realm of utopian science fiction into the realm of 
the possible. The Energy Walk becomes a guideline for such 
future projects and as such this poster tries to show its 
methods, and describe their intended effect. 

The Energy Walk: Information 
though Emotional Affect


